
i

A Parent’s Guide 
To Understanding 

Student Discipline Policies 
and Practices 

In Virginia Schools

Virginia Department of Education

OH NO, 
HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN? 
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A Letter To Parents

 Guide to assist you in understanding 
Guide will 

 
procedures

 The authority of local school boards in establishing local policies and procedures

 

 Rights and responsibilities of students and of parents

 

The Guide 

Code of 
Virginia 
Guide 

We hope that this Guide will encourage you to do the following: 

 

 

 Review the Student Code of Conduct with your child to ensure that he or she 

 

 

 
correct 
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Ensuring Safe Learning Environments 

Virginia Laws and Regulations

 

 Code of Virginia) 

 
Code of Virginia)

 
Code of Virginia)

 state that 

The Role of School Principals

Code of Virginia

The Role of Local School Boards
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Student Responsibilities and Rights
Q.1. What are my child’s responsibilities at school?

 

 

hours)

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q.2. How does my child know what behavior is expected?

enroll your child in a school after the beginning of a school year you and your child 
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Q.3. What are the rights and responsibilities of parents? 

Code of Virginia

not giving up rights protected by the constitutions or laws of the United States 

Code of Virginia 

Code of Virginia

Recommendations for Parents

 Review the Student Code of Conduct and school handbook with your child to 

 

 

     
Q.4. Under what circumstances can a teacher remove my child from class? 

Code of Virginia

 The local school board policy will specify each of the following:
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 Procedures for notifying parents of any incident reported

 

 Procedures for return to class  

Recommendation for Parents

 

  
Q.5.  Can my child be spanked? 

Code of Virginia

 (v) the use of reasonable and necessary force to obtain possession 

Q.6. What is the difference between suspension and expulsion? 
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Short-term suspension

Long-term suspension 

Expulsion

Code of 
Virginia

Code of 
Virginia

Q.7. Who has authority to suspend my child from school?

Code of Virginia
policy established by the school board lists the offenses for which a student can be 

Q.8. What are policies on self defense? 

is 

The Virginia Student Conduct Policy Guidelines 
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Recommendations for Parents

 

 

Q.9. What happens if my child misbehaves at school?

correct

 Warning and counseling

 

 

 Student behavior contract

 Referral to student support services
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Q.10. What are my child’s rights if he or she is accused of breaking a school rule?  

Code of Virginia

Q.11. Will my child be able to keep up with his or her class assignments while he or 
she is suspended from school?

Q.12.  Will alternative education programs be provided to my child if he or she is 
expelled?

Code of Virginia

Code of 
Virginia
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Q.13. What offenses can result in expulsion?

types of offenses:     

Code of Virginia) 

 Code of Virginia)

following: 

 The nature and seriousness of the violation

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code

Q.14. Why were the police called when my child got in trouble at school? 

Code of Virginia

 Assault or assault and battery 

 
of any person 

 Stalking of any person  

 

 Any threats against school personnel 
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The offenses listed above are only those 
 any act that schools 

Q.15.  My child has a disability and has an IEP. Is he or she subject to the same 
disciplinary procedures as a child without a disability? 

Code of Virginia

students are entitled to under the Code and the local school 

Disciplinary Processes And Procedures
Q.16.  My child has been suspended from school.  What do I need to know?  

the disciplinary process and the roles and responsibilities of the persons having 

following:

 

 The length of the suspension 
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Q.17. If my child gets a short-term suspension, what does that mean? 

Procedure for Short-term Suspension 

Code of Virginia

Appeal of Short-term Suspension

Code of Virginia

Q.18. If my child gets a long-term suspension, what does that mean? 

Procedure for Long-term Suspension
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Code of Virginia

Appeal of Long-term Suspension

Code of Virginia

Q.19. If my child is expelled, what does that mean? 

Procedure for Expulsion 

 Code of Virginia

or not the student is eligible to return to regular school or to attend an approved 
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Appeal of Expulsion

Code of 
Virginia

Petition for Readmission

Code of Virginia

Q.20. My child was expelled from school.  If we move to another county will he or she 
be able to enroll in school there?  

 Code of 
Virginia

Code of Virginia
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Q.21. What should I know about discipline hearings?

Code of 
Virginia

Guide 

Q.22. When will a discipline hearing be scheduled?

Q.23.  What can I expect at the hearing?
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Q.24. What can I do to prepare for a discipline hearing?

 

 

 

 

 

Q.26. How can I ensure that my child follows school rules as stated in the Student 
Code of Conduct?
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Recommendations For Parents
Guide

Preventing problems. . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If problems arise . . . 
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If your child is suspended. . . 

 
the disciplinary process and the roles and responsibilities of the persons having 

 

 

 Make sure you understand the following: 

 

 

 

 

Finally. . . 

authority in all discipline matters.
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Sample Discipline Policies 

Procedure for Appealing Out-of-School Suspension 
of Ten Days or Less

a waiver of the 
right may appeal a suspension 
to the principal

written letter 
of appeal to the principal of the school within two 
administrative working days

reasons for the appeal 
and consider the following before appealing a 

principal shall review 

decision as soon as possible but within three working 

written notice to the principal
within two administrative working 
days 

principal forward the letter of appeal 

designee shall review the information, gather 
additional information

the decision of 

Right to appeal waived 

soon as possible but within 
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Procedure for Appealing Out-of-School Suspension 
of More than Ten Days

The Superintendent’s designee 

parent or legal guardian have been provided written notice by 

 in writing 
seven calendar days 

reasons for the appeal and consider the 

waiver of 
right 

within 30 calendar 
days 

is the person who has authority 

Right to appeal waived 

The School Board has 30 dyas to:

not state whethreparent has the right 
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Additional Informational Resources

The Code of Virginia 
http://leg1.state.va.us/lis.htm

Virginia Standards of Quality 

Virginia Accreditation Standards 

 http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/
Accountability/soa.html

The Virginia Board of Education Student Conduct Policy Guidelines
www.doe.virginia.

gov/VDOE/Instruction/Sped/stu_conduct.pdf

Students with Disabilities

 www.doe.virginia.
gov/VDOE/sped/proc_safe.pdf


